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Never Look Back – Lilliam Rivera 

 

Eury comes to the Bronx as a girl haunted. Haunted by losing everything in 
Hurricane Maria--and by an evil spirit, Ato. She fully expects the tragedy 
that befell her and her family in Puerto Rico to catch up with her in New 
York. Yet, for a time, she can almost set this fear aside, because there's 
this boy . . . 
 
Pheus is a golden-voiced, bachata-singing charmer, ready to spend the 
summer on the beach with his friends, serenading his on-again, off-again 
flame. That changes when he meets Eury. All he wants is to put a smile on 
her face and fight off her demons. But some dangers are too powerful for 
even the strongest love, and as the world threatens to tear them apart, 
Eury and Pheus must fight for each other and their lives. 

 

All the Things We Never Knew – Liara Tamani 

 

A glance was all it took. That kind of connection, the immediate and 
raw understanding of another person, just doesn't come along very 
often. And as rising stars on their Texas high schools' respective 
basketball teams, destined for bright futures in college and beyond, it 
seems like a match made in heaven. But Carli and Rex have secrets. As 
do their families. 

 

 

 

 

Dragon Hoops – Gene Luen Yang 

 

Gene understands stories--comic book stories, in particular. Big 
action. Bigger thrills. And the hero always wins. 
But Gene doesn't get sports. As a kid, his friends called him 
"Stick" and every basketball game he played ended in pain. He 
lost interest in basketball long ago, but at the high school where 
he now teaches, it's all anyone can talk about. The men's varsity 
team, the Dragons, is having a phenomenal season that's been 
decades in the making. Each victory brings them closer to their 
ultimate goal: the California State Championships. 



Once Gene gets to know these young all-stars, he realizes that their story is just as 
thrilling as anything he's seen on a comic book page. He knows he has to follow this 
epic to its end. What he doesn't know yet is that this season is not only going to 
change the Dragons's lives, but his own life as well. 

 

Rad American History A - Z:  Movements and Moments That 
Demonstrate the Power of the People – Kate Schatz  

 

In Rad American History A-Z, each letter of the alphabet tells the 
story of a significant moment in America's progressive history--one 
that isn't always covered in history classes: A is for Alcatraz, and 
the Native occupation of 1969; C is for the Combahee River Raid, 
a Civil War action planned in part by Union spy Harriet Tubman; Z 
is for Zuccotti Park, and the Occupy movement that briefly took 
over the world.  
 
Paired with dynamic paper-cut art by Miriam Klein Stahl, the 
entries by Kate Schatz explore several centuries of politics, 

culture, art, activism, and liberation, including radical librarians, Supreme Court cases, 
courageous youth, punk rocker grrrls, Southern quilts, and modern witches. In addition to the 
twenty-six core stories, short sidebars expand the discussion, and dictionary-style lists refer 
readers to additional key moments. So while F is for Federal Theater Project, a New Deal-era 
program that employed thousands of artists, F is also for Freedom Rides and First Amendment. E is 
for Earth First!, but also for Endangered Species Act and Equal Rights Amendment.  
 
There are tales of triumph, resilience, creation, and hope. Each engaging, fact-filled narrative 
illustrates an eye-opening moment that shows us how we got to now--and what we need to know 
about our histories to create a just and sustainable future. 

 

The Kinder Poison – Natalie Mae 

 

Zahru has long dreamed of leaving the kingdom of Orkena and having the kinds 
of adventures she's only ever heard about in stories. But as a lowly Whisperer, 
her power to commune with animals means that her place is serving in the 
royal stables until the day her magic runs dry. 
 
All that changes when the ailing ruler invokes the Crossing. A death-defying 
race across the desert, in which the first of his heirs to finish--and take the life 
of a human sacrifice at the journey's end--will ascend to the throne. With all of 
the kingdom abuzz, Zahru leaps at the chance to change her fate if just for a 
night by sneaking into the palace for a taste of the revelry. But the minor 
indiscretion turns into a deadly mistake when she gets caught up in a feud 
between the heirs and is forced to become the Crossing's human sacrifice. 
 
Now Zahru's only hope for survival hinges on the impossible: somehow figuring out how to 
overcome the most dangerous people in the world. 

 



Displacement – Kiku Hughes 

 

Kiku is on vacation in San Francisco when suddenly she finds herself 
displaced to the 1940s Japanese-American internment camp that her 
late grandmother, Ernestina, was forcibly relocated to during World 
War II. 
 
These displacements keep occurring until Kiku finds herself "stuck" 
back in time. Living alongside her young grandmother and other 
Japanese-American citizens in internment camps, Kiku gets the 
education she never received in history class. She witnesses the lives 
of Japanese-Americans who were denied their civil liberties and 
suffered greatly, but managed to cultivate community and commit 

acts of resistance in order to survive. 

 

The State of Us – Shaun David Hutchinson 

When Dean Arnault’s mother decided to run for president, it wasn’t a surprise 
to anyone, least of all her son. But still that doesn’t mean Dean wants to be 
part of the public spectacle that is the race for the White House—at least not 
until he meets Dre. 

The only problem is that Dre Rosario's on the opposition; he’s the son of the 
Democratic nominee. But as Dean and Dre’s meet-ups on the campaign trail 
become less left to chance, their friendship quickly becomes a romantic 
connection unlike any either of the boys have ever known. 

If it wasn’t hard enough falling in love across the aisle, the political scheming 
of a shady third-party candidate could cause Dean and Dre’s world to explode 
around them. 

 

 

 

Running – Natalia Sylvester 
 
Senator Anthony Ruiz is running for president. Throughout his 
successful political career he has always had his daughter’s vote, but 
a presidential campaign brings a whole new level of scrutiny to 
sheltered fifteen-year-old Mariana and the rest of her Cuban American 
family, from a 60 Minutes–style tour of their house to tabloids 
doctoring photos and inventing scandals. As tensions rise within the 
Ruiz family, Mari begins to learn about the details of her father’s 
political positions, and she realizes that her father is not the man she 
thought he was. 
 
But how do you find your voice when everyone’s watching? When it 
means disagreeing with your father—publicly? What do you do when 
your dad stops being your hero? Will Mari get a chance to confront her 

father? If she does, will she have the courage to seize it?  


